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K E Y  F I N D I N G S

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E :

TO MAINTAIN UP-TO-DATE AND ACCURATE VOTER ROLLS, STATES 
SHOULD STOP OUTSOURCING VOTER ROLL MAINTENANCE EFFORTS 

TO POLITICALLY DRIVEN, THIRD-PARTY GROUPS LIKE ERIC AND 
INSTEAD FOLLOW THE LEAD OF OTHER STATES THAT ARE USING 
THEIR OWN TOOLS TO ACHIEVE CLEAN AND ACCURATE ROLLS. 

MORE THAN 43 MILLION AMERICANS CHANGED 
ADDRESSES IN 2021, MAKING VOTER ROLL 

MAINTENANCE A CONTINUAL TASK. 

THE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) HAS FAILED TO HELP STATES 

MAINTAIN THEIR VOTER REGISTRATION  
LISTS, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL TO CLEAN  

AND FAIR ELECTIONS. 

NINE STATES LEFT ERIC IN THE PAST TWO  
YEARS, AND MORE SHOULD FOLLOW. 

THERE ARE THREE STEPS STATES SHOULD  
TAKE TO HELP ENSURE CURRENT AND  

ACCURATE VOTER ROLLS. 
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Overview   
Fair elections are the foundation of a healthy representative government. Accurate vote counts 
are essential for fair elections and correct counts require current and accurate voter rolls. Up-to-
date and accurate voter rolls also help motivate people to vote and improve confidence in election 
results.1 Accurate voter lists are so important that federal law requires states to remove ineligible 
voters after death or a change in address.2  

ERIC was formed to help states maintain accurate voter rolls and spot illegal voting.3 But instances 
of duplicate voting and out-of-state or out-of-precinct voting continue despite ERIC’s involvement. 
ERIC has failed at its stated mission of maintaining voter rolls because its true mission is to increase 
voter registration. Fortunately, a growing number of states are leaving ERIC, and more should 
follow.4  

FAIL

ERIC HAS FAILED AT ITS STATED MISSION OF 
MAINTAINING VOTER ROLLS BECAUSE ITS TRUE 
MISSION IS TO INCREASE VOTER REGISTRATION.

Instead of relying on a partisan third-party organizations, states should take it upon themselves to 
ensure their voter rolls are accurate and up to date. They can do this by requiring agencies to share 
data, referencing the National Change of Address (NCOA) database, and signing a memorandum of 
understanding with other states to securely share voter information while protecting sensitive voter 
data. States are already setting an example of how this may be accomplished.5-6 

Clean voter rolls are essential to fair elections 
Accurate and timely voter roll maintenance is essential to ensure that only those eligible to vote 
in a precinct may vote. To be motivated to vote and confident in election results, citizens must be 
able to trust that their vote will not be canceled out by an ineligible voter. 

The National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) and the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) set baseline 
requirements for how states maintain their voter rolls to help ensure they are accurate and up to 
date.7-8 States then have a multitude of laws covering how and when voters are removed from the 
registration list.9-10 All of these laws are in place to safeguard elections and make sure that only 
eligible voters register and valid ballots are counted. 

CITIZENS MUST BE ABLE TO TRUST THAT  
THEIR VOTE WILL NOT BE CANCELED  

OUT BY AN INELIGIBLE VOTER. 
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Unfortunately, this is not always the case, as there are several examples of double voting and 
voting in the wrong state.11-15  While out-of-state voting may get more attention for its 
potential effect on federal races, out-of-precinct voting can have a major impact on state 
and local races like those for school boards.   

Voter roll maintenance is a continuous effort  
Maintaining accurate voter registration lists is no small task because of the enormous amount 
of data involved. In 2022, more than 203 million individuals were active registered voters for the 
general election.16 The year prior, 43.8 million Americans changed addresses—13 percent of the 
total population.17 Another 3.3 million individuals of voting age died that year.18 

When the individuals who move or pass away are part of the 203 million active registered voters, 
voter roll maintenance is not just necessary, it is critical.19 But voter roll maintenance doesn’t 
always keep pace. 

For instance, the year after 43.8 million Americans moved, only 5.1 million voters were removed 
from voter rolls for moving out of the jurisdiction.20 An additional 4.8 million were removed for 
failure to return a confirmation of registration.21 

43.8  
MILLION 

AMERICANS MOVED

ONLY 5.1 MILLION   
VOTERS WERE REMOVED FROM VOTER ROLLS  

FOR MOVING OUT OF THE JURISDICTION

4.8 MILLION   
VOTERS WERE REMOVED FOR FAILURE TO  

RETURN A CONFIRMATION OF REGISTRATION

+

AMERICANS ARE LEAVING JURISDICTIONS WITHOUT BEING  
REMOVED FROM VOTER ROLLS

On the other hand, the year after 3.3 million voting-age Americans died, 4.9 million voters were 
removed due to death.22 This suggests that states are still playing catch-up in maintaining their 
voter rolls long after voter changes actually occur. 

3.3 MILLION  
VOTING-AGE  

AMERICANS DIED

4.9 MILLION   
VOTERS WERE REMOVED  

DUE TO DEATH

STATES ARE PLAYING CATCH-UP
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ERIC was formed by seven states in 2012 to supposedly help address these types of issues. At one 
point, the organization had 34 member states.23 Each member state is required to share voter 
registration and motor vehicle licensing data with ERIC.24 The organization takes this data and is 
tasked with creating reports covering things like individuals who may have moved, may have died, 
and may have duplicate voter registration, or registered in another jurisdiction.25

ERIC is failing and states should leave 
While ERIC is supposed to help participating states maintain accurate voter rolls, the organization 
seems to be more interested in increasing voter registration. For instance, member states are not 
required to remove ineligible voters found in reports from ERIC, they are only required to initiate 
contact.26 However, ERIC does require member states to send voter registration information to 
potentially eligible but unregistered individuals at least 15 days before the state’s registration 
deadline.27  

 

While ERIC is supposed to help participating  
states maintain accurate voter rolls, the 

organization seems to be more interested in 
increasing voter registration.

ERIC’s founder, David Becker, called the organization “probably the single most effective 
voter registration effort in history.”28 He touted that ERIC had forced states to reach out to 
more than 34 million unregistered voters and that at least five million of these individuals—but 
likely significantly more—registered.29 

It is not a coincidence that these notifications skew to likely Democrat voters. David Becker is 
also the Executive Director and Founder of the Center for Election Innovation & Research (CEIR).30 
CEIR is one of the organizations that funneled millions of dollars through Zuckerbucks to increase 
turnout in predominantly blue districts during the 2020 election.31-32 

The fact that ERIC shares data collected by the states with third parties like CEIR for political 
purposes should be alarming for voters and legislators alike.33 Pennsylvania’s secretary of state 
recently sent a letter to ERIC demanding that they stop sharing data with third parties for get-out-
the-vote efforts.34 

Another issue with ERIC is that participating states do not go through the normal procurement 
process that helps ensure transparency and that taxpayer money is spent efficiently.35 This may 
be contributing to ballooning costs. For example, Florida was told their fees could decrease as 
more states took part, instead their costs increased by 55 percent.36 

States are taking note of these issues and exiting the organization. Louisiana was the first state to 
leave ERIC in January 2022.37 Since then, a total of nine states have left in less than two years.38 To 
date, only 24 states are still ERIC member states.39 In addition, North Carolina has preemptively 
prohibited the state from joining ERIC.40-41 These states are now showing the blueprint for 
maintaining current and accurate voter lists without ERIC membership. 
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Source: Ballotpedia and authors’ calculation. 

WHICH STATES ARE NEXT?
Current ERIC member states and states that have left ERIC to  

create their own voter roll maintenance system

STATES IN ERIC STATES THAT LEFT ERIC STATES PREEMPTIVELY PROHIBITED  
FROM JOINING ERIC

 
 
States should maintain their own voter rolls with a 
three-pronged approach 
States looking to exit ERIC and establish their own processes for accurate and timely voter roll 
maintenance should take three simple steps.  

First, they should require state agencies to share data with the chief election official to verify 
voter registration. Along with removing individuals who have passed away or moved to another 
jurisdiction, states should also flag individuals who have been ruled mentally incompetent, 
convicted of a felony, or have become ineligible to vote for another reason. 

Next, states should regularly compare their voter rolls to the NCOA database. This database 
compiles change-of-address requests from individuals to have their mail forwarded to a new 
address.42 States can use this list to reference voters who have either moved out of the state or 
moved to a different jurisdiction. 
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Ultimately, states should sign a memorandum of understanding with other states to securely 
share voter information to cross-check lists for duplicate or fraudulent registrations.

TO-DO LIST :  MAINTAIN ACCURATE VOTER ROLLS

Require state agencies to share data to verify 
voter registration

Compare voter rolls to the NCOA database

Sign agreements with other states to securely 
share voter information

States that have left ERIC are already taking these 
actions and seeing results
Alabama recently created the Alabama Voter Integrity Database and is already getting results. Its 
partnership with the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency identified 8,000 registered voters who 
received driver’s licenses from other states, strongly suggesting they no longer lived in Alabama.43 
In addition, using the NCOA database, the state identified more than 30,000 active registered 
voters who no longer lived in Alabama.44-45 

Alabama has also signed memorandums of understanding with Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee to securely share voter information.46 Analysis of data from Tennessee 
revealed 8,500 individuals who had recently voted, or registered to vote, in Tennessee but 
continued to appear on Alabama’s voter rolls.47 

 

Analysis of data from Tennessee revealed 8,500 
individuals who had recently voted, or registered 

to vote, in Tennessee but continued to appear  
on Alabama’s voter rolls.

In Ohio, the secretary of state has signed agreements with Florida, Virginia, and West Virginia to 
establish data-sharing and security protocols to securely exchange voter information between 
the states.48 The state also requires several state agencies to share information with the secretary 
of state each month.49 These actions have yielded results, with nearly 27,000 ineligible voters 
removed from the rolls.50 
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While these figures may be shocking, they should not be surprising. Research has shown that 
states that do not participate in ERIC have a higher rate of identifying and removing ineligible 
voters from their voter rolls.51-52

THE BOTTOM LINE: To maintain up-to-date and accurate 
voter rolls, states should stop outsourcing voter roll 
maintenance efforts to politically driven, third-party 
groups like ERIC and instead follow the lead of other 
states that are using their own tools to achieve clean 
and accurate rolls. 
To ensure voter confidence and fair elections, voter rolls must be current and accurate so that 
eligible voters’ ballots count, and ineligible ballots do not. 

ERIC operates more as a voter registration group with clear partisan leanings. ERIC also shares 
individual data collected by the government with third parties and lacks transparency. For these 
reasons, a growing number of states are leaving ERIC and taking a better path toward ensuring 
fair elections for their citizens. 

To ensure voter confidence and fair elections,  
voter rolls must be current and accurate so  

that eligible voters’ ballots count, and  
ineligible ballots do not.

To instill voter confidence, more states should follow suit. Instead of relying on ERIC and its 
politically driven voter registration scheme, states should take steps to maintain current 
and accurate voter rolls themselves.  

States should require that state agencies regularly share data with the secretary of state to verify 
voter registration. Second, they should compare their voter rolls with the NCOA database. Finally, 
they should sign a memorandum of understanding with other states to securely share voter 
information and cross-check for duplicate or fraudulent registrations. 
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