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K E Y  F I N D I N G S

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E :

STATES SHOULD FOLLOW FLORIDA’S LEAD  
ON REGULATORY REFORM TO CUT  

AND CONTROL RED TAPE.  

FLORIDA LEGISLATORS MUST APPROVE 
MILLION-DOLLAR RULES BEFORE  

THEY GO INTO EFFECT. 

GOVERNOR-LED REVIEW OF OLD 
AND NEW REGULATIONS KEEPS  

BUREAUCRATS IN CHECK. 

THE SUNSHINE STATE CONTINUES  
TO ROLL BACK RED TAPE AT  

A RECORD PACE. 
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Overview   
There has never been a better time to move to Florida. The state’s economy is booming, and people 
are relocating to the state in record numbers. As of December 2022, Florida was the fastest-growing 
state in the nation.1-2 Along with record population growth, the state’s economy continues to work 
for Floridians, as Florida is home to four of the five largest metropolitan areas with the lowest 
unemployment in the country.3 On top of that, March 2023 marked the 28th consecutive month 
where the state’s unemployment rate was lower than the national rate.4 

Florida’s success is due in large part to its freedom-loving policies, making it one of the top states in 
the country for business.5-9 Through the years, state lawmakers have carefully crafted a regulatory 
environment to promote business and job creation by exercising legislative and executive oversight 
on bureaucrats.10 And under Governor Ron DeSantis’s leadership, Florida has only continued to 
build on its track record of success.11-13 

FLORIDA’S SUCCESS IS DUE IN LARGE PART TO ITS 
FREEDOM-LOVING POLICIES, MAKING IT ONE OF 

THE TOP STATES IN THE COUNTRY FOR BUSINESS.

 
 

Legislative approval for million-dollar rules
Florida’s regulatory review process is designed to cut old regulations on the back end and control 
new regulations on the front end. The legislative review process has helped legislators combat 
costly rules, as some elected state officials are not under the direction of the governor.14 

In 2010, Florida lawmakers passed legislation over then-Governor Charlie Crist’s veto to require 
legislative approval of proposed regulations with a price tag of $1 million or more.15 This made 
costly rules subject to the political process by requiring legislators to affirmatively support “million-
dollar rules” before they can take effect.16-17 

Along with requiring legislative approval for million-dollar rules, Florida implemented policies 
to increase executive oversight on bureaucrats.18 Working together, legislative and executive 
oversight has helped Florida both cut and control red tape.

WORKING TOGETHER, LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE 
OVERSIGHT HAS HELPED FLORIDA BOTH  

CUT AND CONTROL RED TAPE.



HOW LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE OVERSIGHT HELPS FLORIDA CUT AND CONTROL RED TAPE| MAY 10, 2023 | TheFGA.org

4

Executive review to hold bureaucrats accountable 
To hold bureaucrats accountable, Florida established an executive office for regulatory review 
and reduction that reports directly to the governor.19-23 The executive-level oversight ensures 
that rules proposed by agencies align with statutory authority and governor priorities.24 Agencies 
under the direction of the governor must submit the notice of proposed rulemaking for review 
and obtain approval before the rulemaking process can move forward.25 

Taking a hands-on approach to regulatory review helps governors keep bureaucrats in check 
while prioritizing the administration’s goals. Though Florida created a new office to strengthen 
regulatory oversight, states like Arkansas have reined in regulators by mandating that agencies 
submit proposed rules directly to the Governor’s Office for review and approval.26 

In addition to executive review of proposed rules, Florida requires agencies to annually review 
existing regulations to determine whether rules are outdated or unnecessarily burdensome.27 In 
2019, Gov. DeSantis continued Florida’s deregulatory efforts with a directive to update reporting 
requirements for agencies and enhance rulemaking review procedures, such as an additional 
determination of whether the rule is the most cost-effective form of regulation.28-29 

The Sunshine State continues to roll back red tape at 
a record pace 
Florida’s regulatory review process has been successful in repealing outdated and burdensome 
regulations all while slowing the growth of new regulations.30 From 1999 to 2010, an average of 
2,553 new rules were proposed each year.31-33 By 2021, the average number of proposed rules 
had fallen to roughly 1,500.34 Under Gov. DeSantis’s leadership, the number of new proposed 
rules hit a record low in 2022.35 In 2022, only 1,259 new rules were proposed. 

BASELINE
1999–2010 2,553 

RICK SCOTT
2011–2018 2,106 

NEW RULES CONTINUE TO DECLINE IN FLORIDA 
New Proposed Rules Per Year

Source: Joint Administrative Procedures Committee

RON DESANTIS
2019–2021 1,504 

RON DESANTIS 
2022 1,259 

proposed rules on 
average, per year

proposed rules on 
average, per year

proposed rules on 
average, per year

proposed rules

Not only have proposals for new rules declined, but Florida has worked to cut existing red tape 
through executive oversight. Gov. DeSantis repealed 767 regulations during his first term 
in office.36 
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THE BOTTOM LINE: States should follow Florida’s lead on 
regulatory reform to cut and control red tape.  
Businesses and new residents continue to flock to Florida because of its freedom-loving policies. 
Over the years, governors and lawmakers have worked to cultivate the state’s friendly regulatory 
environment. Florida’s legislative approval requirement for million-dollar rules, along with its 
comprehensive executive review process, has helped the state cut and control red tape. 

Other states should learn from Florida’s success by adopting policies to strengthen legislative and 
executive oversight on bureaucratic agencies. 

Other states should learn from Florida’s success  
by adopting policies to strengthen legislative and 

executive oversight on bureaucratic agencies. 
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