March 2, 2023

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy Republican Leader Mitch McConnell
Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Minority Leader of the U.S. Senate
H-232, The U.S. Capitol 317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker McCarthy and Republican Leader McConnell:

From the outset, President Biden adopted a “whole of government™ approach to push the
Left’s agenda through regulatory power.! This full-scale strategy is indifferent to procedural
safeguards and transparency, and backdoor regulation has become a hallmark of the current
administration. At the direction of President Biden, federal bureaucrats have infiltrated the lives
of Americans through a historic expansion of government.

At a time when states have a record-high number of ineligible enrollees in the Medicaid
program, the Biden administration has proposed a rule to weaken oversight.? It would prohibit
states from conducting more frequent eligibility reviews and, per the administration’s own
estimate, would add $100 billion in new costs within five years.> The administration also
adjusted food stamp benefits that will increase costs by nearly $20 billion, all while avoiding
public input by bypassing notice and comment.* As for President Biden’s climate agenda, a new
proposed rule would force companies to disclose “climate risk” information to the SEC.> And in
an unprecedented move, the administration initiated a plan for student loan bailouts through a
press release, modifying the plan along the way in order to evade potential legal challenges.®”’
Without a rule on the books, the bailouts could cost taxpayers more than $1 trillion.?

When the executive branch plans massive expansions of government, the elected
representatives of the American people must be able to weigh in before businesses and
consumers are weighed down by costly regulations.

States like Florida and Wisconsin have passed laws modeled on a federal proposal,
known as the Regulations from the Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act, or REINS Act.’!° Under
the REINS Act, a proposed rule with a hefty price tag cannot be implemented without securing
legislative approval.

Regulations can impose costs and raise prices, operating like a hidden tax on the public.
The current administration has tried to use regulation to conceal excessive federal spending, but
runaway inflation has family budgets stretched to the breaking point. Americans are now paying
the price for President Biden’s regulatory spending spree, and the REINS Act is the solution.'!

Nameless, faceless bureaucrats control far too much of American life. Though the sheer
volume of regulations is overwhelming, and Congress cannot review and approve every single
regulation, it can protect the American people from the most burdensome.



The REINS Act would not altogether reverse the runaway regulatory state, but it would
help revive the voice of the American people in D.C. by restoring political accountability for
major federal policies. We urge you to stand as a bulwark against out-of-control regulators.
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Director of Legislative Affairs
Idaho Freedom Foundation and
Idaho Freedom Action

Chris Hagenow
President
Iowans for Tax Relief

Daniel J. Erspamer
CEO
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Cc:

The Honorable Steve Scalise
House Majority Leader

The Honorable Tom Emmer
House Majority Whip

Grace-Marie Turner
President
Galen Institute

Ryan Walker
Vice President, Government Relations
Heritage Action
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CEO
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The Honorable John Thune
Senate Republican Whip

The Honorable John Barrasso

Chair, Senate Republican Conference
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources



The Honorable Elise Stefanik
Chair, House Republican Conference

The Honorable Gary Palmer
Chair, House Republican Policy Committee

The Honorable Glenn “GT” Thompson
Chair, House Committee on Agriculture

The Honorable Kay Granger
Chair, House Committee on Appropriations

The Honorable Mike Rogers
Chair, House Committee on Armed Services

The Honorable Jodey Arrington
Chair, House Committee on Budget

The Honorable Virginia Foxx
Chair, House Committee on Education and
the Workforce

The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Chair, House Committee on Energy and
Commerce

The Honorable Patrick McHenry
Chair, House Committee on Financial
Services

The Honorable Michael McCaul
Chair, House Committee on Foreign Affairs

The Honorable Mark Green
Chair, House Committee on Homeland
Security

The Honorable Bryan Steil
Chair, House Committee on House
Administration

The Honorable Joni Ernst

Chair, Senate Republican Policy Committee
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
Vice Chair, Senate Republican Conference
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works

The Honorable John Boozman
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

The Honorable Susan Collins
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Appropriations

The Honorable Roger Wicker
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services

The Honorable Tim Scott
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs

The Honorable Chuck Grassley
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Budget

The Honorable Ted Cruz
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

The Honorable Mike Crapo
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Finance

The Honorable Jim Risch
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations

The Honorable Bill Cassidy
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

*The Honorable Rand Paul
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs



The Honorable Jim Jordan
Chair, House Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Bruce Westerman
Chair, House Committee on Natural
Resources

The Honorable James Comer
Chair, House Committee on Oversight and
Accountability

The Honorable Tom Cole
Chair, House Committee on Rules

The Honorable Frank Lucas
Chair, House Committee on Science, Space
and Technology

The Honorable Roger Williams
Chair, House Committee on Small Business

The Honorable Sam Graves
Chair, House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure

The Honorable Mike Bost
Chair, House Committee on Veterans’
Affairs

The Honorable Jason Smith
Chair, House Committee on Ways and
Means

The Honorable Mike Turner
Chair, House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence

*The Honorable Kat Cammack

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs

The Honorable Lindsey Graham
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on the
Judiciary

The Honorable Deb Fischer
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Rules
and Administration

The Honorable Jerry Moran
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Ranking Member, Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence

The Honorable Mike Braun
Ranking Member, Senate Special Committee
on Aging

*Senator Rand Paul and Representative Kat Cammack are the lead sponsors of the REINS Act
(H.R. 277; S.184).
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