
TheFGA.org/paper//soros-district-attorneys-make-cities-unsafe-elections-less-secure

Soros District Attorneys 
Make Our Cities Unsafe:  
Are They Also Making 
Elections Less Secure?

NOVEMBER 17, 2022

Michael Greibrok 
Senior Research Fellow

Madeline Malisa 
Senior Fellow



K E Y  F I N D I N G S

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E :

SOROS-BACKED DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ARE IN CHARGE OF 
PROSECUTING ELECTION CRIMES FOR 70 MILLION AMERICANS 

AND COUNTING. LAWMAKERS NEED TO GRANT ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL PROSECUTORIAL AUTHORITY OVER ELECTION  

CRIMES TO ENSURE THAT BAD ACTORS ARE HELD  
ACCOUNTABLE AND ELECTION LAWS ARE UPHELD.

GEORGE SOROS HAS SPENT $40 MILLION TO ELECT 
DISTRICT ATTORNEYS HE SUPPORTS. THESE SOROS-

BACKED DISTRICT ATTORNEYS NOW REPRESENT 
MORE THAN 70 MILLION AMERICANS—AND FOR 15 

MILLION PEOPLE, THEY ARE THE ONLY PROSECUTORS 
AUTHORIZED TO CHARGE ELECTION CRIMES.

SOROS-BACKED DISTRICT ATTORNEYS HAVE A TRACK 
RECORD OF FAILING TO PROSECUTE CRIMINALS, LEADING 

TO RISING CRIME RATES ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THEY 
ARE NOW POISED TO TREAT ELECTION SECURITY THE 

SAME WAY THEY HAVE TREATED PUBLIC SAFETY.

THIS IDEOLOGICALLY DRIVEN STRATEGY CAN BE 
DEPLOYED ACROSS THE COUNTRY. THERE ARE 22 STATES 
WHERE LOCAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
IN CHARGE OF PROSECUTING ELECTION CRIMES, AND 

THEY REPRESENT 145 MILLION AMERICANS.

LAWMAKERS SHOULD GRANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL 
CONCURRENT PROSECUTORIAL AUTHORITY  

OVER ELECTION CRIMES.
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Overview   
George Soros, a billionaire hedge fund manager, has made headlines for large contributions to the 
Democratic Party and progressive causes.1 More quietly, he has been helping to elect politically 
motivated district attorneys to implement policies too extreme to pass a legislature.2 

So far, the predictably awful results of this scheme have been most clearly seen in crime statistics. 
2020 was one of the most violent years and the homicide rate in 2021 increased even more.3-4 Crime 
has gotten so bad that the issue became front and center in the 2022 midterm election.5 Even more 
concerning is what these district attorneys could mean for elections themselves. 

2020 WAS ONE OF THE MOST VIOLENT YEARS  
AND THE HOMICIDE RATE IN 2021  

INCREASED EVEN MORE.

Across the country, many of these district attorneys are the lone officials responsible for the 
prosecution of election crimes in their jurisdictions. Just as these Soros-backed district attorneys have 
declined to prosecute or went lenient on crimes against people and property, they could just as easily 
turn a blind eye to violations of election law. This would mean no accountability for lawbreakers and 
the election law changes that swept through nearly half the country since 2020 would be for naught.6

This plan, helping to elect progressive district attorneys that will not enforce laws they disagree with, 
has broad reach already, but could be deployed across the country. To combat Soros, states should 
grant their attorneys general concurrent authority to prosecute election crimes. 

George Soros is actively helping to elect politically 
motivated district attorneys that can help 
implement his progressive policies 
The position of district attorney has generally been thought of as nonpolitical, even when the 
elections are partisan.7 Both candidates were often long-time prosecutors who strived to ensure 
justice and their community’s safety. Soros has flipped this concept on its head. Rather than 
ensuring justice is served, these progressive district attorneys are conducting experiments into 
what happens when criminals face no accountability. 

RATHER THAN ENSURING JUSTICE IS SERVED, 
THESE PROGRESSIVE DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ARE 

CONDUCTING EXPERIMENTS INTO WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN CRIMINALS FACE NO ACCOUNTABILITY.
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In recent years, Soros has backed district attorneys who have promised alternatives to incarceration, 
sought to abolish cash bail, pushed for full legalization of marijuana, and instructed prosecutors 
to reduce charges for armed robbery down to petty larceny.8-10 These changes go beyond the 
usual prosecutorial discretion and may not have the votes to pass the legislature.

These ideological district attorneys decide which cases deserve prosecution and how to prosecute 
in large swaths of the country. Not only does this affect the prosecution of violent crime, but 
these district attorneys also decide whether to prosecute election crimes. Soros-backed district 
attorneys represent more than 70 million Americans, more than a fifth of the entire 
country.11-15 In some states, attorneys general at least have oversight or dual prosecutorial 
authority and are making a difference.12 But for 15 million Americans, it is tough luck if election 
crimes happen and a Soros-backed district attorney decides to look the other way.13

Funding from Soros often represents a significant percentage of the campaign funds of these 
district attorneys and can lead to a conflict of interest. In total, Soros has spent at least $40 
million to elect his chosen district attorneys.14 For some of these district attorneys, Soros funding 
represented at least 80 percent, and up to 90 percent, of their total campaign funding.15 When one 
financier represents this magnitude of funding, it is difficult to imagine that his ideology would not 
affect how these elected officials handle their duties. Are these district attorneys working for the 
citizens that elected them, or for the outside financer that made their campaigns possible?

In total, Soros has spent at least $40 million to  
elect his chosen district attorneys. For some 

of these district attorneys, Soros funding 
represented at least 80 percent, and up to 90 

percent, of their total campaign funding.

Soros has failed to pass his radical reforms through the legislative process, so he has put district 
attorneys in a position to implement them with little to no accountability or oversight. This has 
led to predictably bad results.

These district attorneys have failed to prosecute 
violent criminals, and they are poised to treat 
election violations the same way 
In 2022, there has been a rise in violent crime across the United States.16 But many cities and 
counties run by Soros-backed district attorneys have seen a disproportionally sharp increase in 
violent crime. Delaware County, Pennsylvania, saw a 127-percent increase in homicides once a 
Soros district attorney took over the top prosecutor job. Nearby Philadelphia had the highest 
murder rate of the 10 largest cities in the country.17 Cook County, Illinois, saw the largest spike 
in Chicago homicides in more than 30 years while the progressive district attorney backed by $2 
million from Soros dropped charges against 30 percent of felony defendants.18 In Dallas County, 
Texas, after District Attorney John Creuzot decriminalized theft under $750, criminal trespass, and 
drug possession, crime increased 15 percent, while convictions dropped 30 percent.19
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Soros-backed district attorneys in California witnessed crimes in their districts that would seem 
more at home in movies. Shocking videos emerged of organized flash mob robberies at places 
like San Francisco’s Union Square, Nordstrom, and Louis Vuitton.20-21 In Los Angeles, a flash mob 
ransacked a convenience store and the rest of the country got to learn what exactly rail theft 
entails.22-23

This is to be expected when prosecutors who promise no prosecution are elected. Parts of the 
nation can begin to look like a third-world country because people will always push boundaries 
when there are no consequences.

These Soros-backed district attorneys are now poised to treat election crimes the same way they 
have dealt with violent street crimes. Principally, by looking the other way and pretending there 
is no problem. Just as non-enforcement of criminal law has led to increased crime, it follows that 
non-enforcement of election law will lead to more violations of election law. When an individual 
sees somebody not following the rules without consequence, it is human nature to disregard the 
rules themselves. This can all lead to disillusionment about the entire election process.

JUST AS NON-ENFORCEMENT OF CRIMINAL LAW  
HAS LED TO INCREASED CRIME, IT FOLLOWS THAT  

NON-ENFORCEMENT OF ELECTION LAW WILL LEAD  
TO MORE VIOLATIONS OF ELECTION LAW.

This could not come at a worse time. Confidence in American elections already hit an all-time 
low just before the contentious 2020 presidential election.24 The 2016 Democratic presidential 
candidate is now sowing seeds of distrust before the 2024 presidential election.25 This distrust 
only grows when there are valid claims of voting irregularities without attempted prosecutions.

Representative democracies require that people can trust the election process and election 
results. At the end of any election, there should be no valid concerns raised about the outcome. 
The government cannot function when there is doubt that the elected officials were legally 
elected. The people cannot have faith that these officials were legally elected unless election 
crimes are prosecuted, and bad actors are held accountable. Soros’s quest to place ideological 
district attorneys in a position to be solely responsible for the prosecution of election crimes only 
adds to the mistrust.

This strategy could be deployed across the country, 
where politically driven district attorneys would 
have sole discretion to prosecute election crimes for 
145 million Americans 
If the 15 million Americans living under a Soros-backed district attorney with sole prosecutorial 
powers over election crimes represent a piece of the pie, the whole is much bigger. There are 
22 states where an attorney general is not able to bring an election law complaint on their 
own and instead justice depends on the local district attorney.26 These 22 states represent a 
population of 145 million Americans.27 The rest of the country is truly ripe for Soros to install other 
politically driven district attorneys. 
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AUTHORITY TO PROSECUTE ELECTION CRIMES BY STATE

LEVEL 1: ATTORNEYS GENERAL HAVE EXPLICIT LEGAL AUTHORITY TO PROSECUTE ELECTION CRIMES           

LEVEL 2: ATTORNEYS GENERAL HAVE GENERAL AUTHORITY TO PROSECUTE CASES IN THE BEST INTEREST OF A STATE           
LEVEL 3: ATTORNEYS GENERAL HAVE NO INDEPENDENT AUTHORITY TO PROSECUTE ELECTION CRIMES

DISTRICT ATTORNEYS BACKED BY GEORGE SOROS

Funding the campaign of a district attorney is much cheaper than that of a presidential, senatorial, 
congressional, or gubernatorial candidate. Soros spent $40 million to help elect district 
attorneys that represent more than 70 million Americans.28 The most expensive Senate race 
was Georgia’s in 2020 with more than $500 million spent and the most expensive House race 
that cycle was a special election in California with more than $38 million spent.29 With the same 
amount of money as one House race, Soros was able to elect district attorneys representing more 
than a fifth of all Americans. Money really does go further in these races, which are arguably 
much more consequential for the day-to-day lives of Americans. With less money than a single 
Senate race, Soros could completely remake America and help ensure any election crimes are not 
prosecuted and the perpetrators are not held accountable.

Lawmakers should grant attorneys general authority 
to prosecute election crimes
To help protect against this undercover remake of America, states should grant their attorneys 
general clear statutory authority to prosecute election crimes and hold bad actors accountable. 

This approach would not only protect election integrity from ideologically driven district attorneys 
who choose to look the other way when election crimes occur, but also help assist well-meaning 
district attorneys that are understaffed and overworked or who lack the experience or expertise 
to pursue election crimes. 
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Clear statutory authority also helps to limit issues with enforcement. A vague statute that allows 
attorneys general to supervise district attorneys or prosecute when in the best interest of the state 
welcomes review by the judiciary, whether by the trial or appellate court. Likewise, a statute 
requiring a request or permission from another government agent adds an additional step 
before people can be held accountable for election crimes. This makes it less likely that crimes 
are prosecuted and further weakens the public’s trust in the election process.

The importance of having clear statutory authority is seen in both Texas and Florida. Both states 
had attempts to prosecute election crimes thrown out by a court citing a lack of authority to 
prosecute.30-31 The Florida case may be overturned on appeal, but it shows how important it is to 
have clear statutory language authorizing the attorney general to prosecute violations of election 
law.

States should make sure their attorney general has the clearest level of statutory authority. It 
makes sense that a statewide office should have oversight over statewide elections. This would 
also prevent local, ideological district attorneys from unfairly swaying elections by refusing to 
prosecute election crimes. The people demand this kind of accountability and mistrust in election 
outcomes can lead to a breakdown in society and law and order. Allowing attorneys general  
to hold bad actors accountable and discourage any copycat criminals would go a long way to 
reversing this trend. 

ALLOWING ATTORNEYS GENERAL TO HOLD BAD 
ACTORS ACCOUNTABLE AND DISCOURAGE ANY 

COPYCAT CRIMINALS WOULD GO A LONG  
WAY TO REVERSING THIS TREND.

 
THE BOTTOM LINE: Soros-backed district attorneys are 
in charge of prosecuting election crimes for 70 million 
Americans and counting. Lawmakers need to grant 
attorneys general prosecutorial authority over election 
crimes to ensure that bad actors are held accountable 
and election laws are upheld.
Soros’s efforts to turn a largely nonpartisan position into an ideological one is in full swing. These 
progressive district attorneys have turned criminal law on its head, protecting the criminals and 
leaving the citizenry exposed. This has predictably led to an increase in crime and a feeling of 
unease for law-abiding citizens when in the streets of large cities.

In almost half the country, Soros is in position to do the same thing to election law. This cannot be 
allowed to happen when nearly half the country already expressed doubt about the outcome of 
the last presidential election.32 

Many states have wisely passed election laws in the past two years to restore trust in the election 
process. These commonsense laws keep it easy to vote but harder to cheat. To support this 
work, and ensure the laws are followed, states should also use clear statutory language granting 
attorneys general the authority to prosecute election crimes. 
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APPENDIX 1: JURISDICTIONS REPRESENTED BY SOROS-BACKED 
DISTRICT ATTORNEYS

State District Attorney Jurisdiction

California Diana Becton Contra Costa County

California George Gascon Los Angeles County

Florida Monica Worrell Orange and Osceola Counties

Georgia Shalena Cook Jones Chatham County

Georgia Darius Pattillo Henry County

Illinios Kim Foxx Cook County

Iowa Kimberly Graham Polk County

Louisiana James Stewart Caddo Parish

Louisiana Jason Williams Orleans Parrish

Maine Jackie Sartoris Cumberland County

Mississippi Scott Colom Circuit Court District Sixteen

Mississippi Jody Owens Hinds County

Missouri Kim Gardner St. Louis City

New Mexico Raul Torrez Second Judicial District

New York Alvin Bragg New York County

New York David Clegg Ulster County

Oregon Mike Schmidt Multnomah County

Pennsylvania Jack Stollsteimer Delaware County

Pennsylvania Larry Krasner Philadelphia

Texas Joe Gonzales Bexar County

Texas John Creuzot Dallas County

Texas Brian Middleton Fort Bend County

Texas Kim Ogg Harris County

Texas Jose Garza Travis County

Virginia Parisa Dehghani-Tafti Arlington County

Virginia Steve Descano Fairfax County

Virginia Buta Biberaj Loudon County

Virginia Ramin Fatehi Norfolk Commonwealth
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