
Unemployment bonuses in the wake of COVID-19 
should have been a temporary, stopgap measure 
to help those who wanted to work but couldn’t 
thanks to economic shutdowns.

But for many, it became an alternative to returning 
to work, even when businesses reopened, because 
the government paid more to stay at home. Not 
Florida: The state ended the bonuses early and saw 
massive private-sector job growth.

Here, Governor Ron DeSantis explains why other 
state economies are limping along, while the 
Sunshine State is booming: Because Florida has 
implemented policies that incentivize work.

Why Florida’s Economy Is Booming

“Government policies should 
incentivize individuals to work and 
be independent. When economic 

downturns occur, government 
programs should provide 

individuals with a safety net that 
assists them through hardship, 

but ultimately encourages them to 
return to work.”

—FLORIDA GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS

GOV. RON DESANTIS
STATE OF FLORIDA

Watch the full interview at:  
TheFGA.org/videos

FGA’s workforce solutions are helping millions  
achieve the American Dream and reenter the workforce.


