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“A lack of transparency results in distrust and a deep sense of
insecurity.” – Dalai Lama
Why election integrity cannot be ignored
Picture the first-time voter. She is excited about casting her ballot. Not all of her friends are
allowed to vote yet, and she believes her vote is important to giving a voice to her
generation. She does not take the responsibility lightly and takes time to study the candidates
and the ballot measures to make an informed decision.
Consider the casual voter. Voting comes as an afterthought to his other responsibilities, so he
does not make it to the polls for every election. He made sure to vote this year out of concern
for his family and the future of the country.
And think about the regular, reliable voter. She has voted in every election. She has always
had faith that her local government and community volunteers are capable election
administrators.
Picture also the volunteer who donates countless hours to a campaign effort. Maybe he is a
veteran making hundreds of calls on behalf of his former commander-in-chief because he
knows how important elections are for his brothers-in-arms. Or maybe the volunteer is a single
mother. She is busy with work and raising her kids, but she volunteers to set an example for
her children.
Now imagine the election has come and gone. It took days for the results to come in, and all
the while, no one had answers as to why. You hear rumors that ballots might not have been
counted. Was your vote one of those ballots? There were also allegations that ballots were
cast for deceased people and that some voting centers were counting Xeroxed ballots.1 Was
your vote canceled out or watered down? You also find out that billionaires from out-of-state
funneled millions of dollars into local elections. Did that money end up in your county? What
kind of influence did it have?
Instead of answers, Americans are left with uncertainty. The future of the economy and your
family— and your trust in the foundation of the country—hang in the balance. Voting turned
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out to be a letdown for the first-time voter. The casual voter is reminded why he does not
ordinarily pay too much attention to voting. He was a forgotten voter before and that has not
changed. The annual voter cannot believe that this once reliable function of government is
such a mess. People who volunteered countless hours during the campaign can only
wonder: what was the point?
This is the story of millions of Americans.
Sadly, the system is poised to get worse. Future elections will likely be mired in similar doubt.
Instead of candidates engaging in a campaign of ideas, political parties will spend the entire
election raising enough money so they can hire the best election lawyers to help litigate a
win.
States have a responsibility to correct things before they go further down that path. Voter
confidence in elections is an important indicator of voter behavior in future elections.2 Without
sunshine to restore that confidence, voters will stay home.

Five major areas of the election system that need some sunlight
Voters lack confidence in elections, and for good reason.3 Without appropriate oversight, it is
easy to cheat, leading to fraudulent activity and loss of voters’ trust. Nearly one-third of 2020
voters expressed at least some hesitancy that votes were counted as intended.4 This lack of
confidence underscores the need for a little sunshine. Elections are the most direct way voters
can enforce government accountability. Consequently, in a democratic system, it is the part
of government where the sun should be shining the brightest. Sadly, in five major areas of the
election system, this is not the case.

Problem 1: Dark money from left-coast billionaires is infiltrating the election
system.
In the 2020 election, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative donated millions of dollars through the
Center for Tech and Civic Life (CTCL) to select jurisdictions for the conduct of public
elections.5 At the same time, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative was actively supporting several
liberal initiatives on the ballot in the 2020 election.6 This combination of election
administration and election advocacy should concern all Americans.

Although these grants, or “Zuckerbucks”, were distributed under the veneer of stopping the
spread of COVID-19, health measures were far from a priority.7 The Zuckerbucks that were
funneled into local election offices also appear to have impacted the outcomes in key
battleground states by boosting Democrat turnout.8
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While CTCL claims the grants scaled with jurisdiction size, the evidence shows that per voter
grant amounts varied widely, and Zuckerbucks grant dollars were higher in jurisdictions that
favor Democrats.9-10

Problem 2: Claims of fraud create dark clouds over elections.
Fraudulent activity is hard to prove after the fact, especially in a process that lacks
transparency.11 Claims of fraud, actual or fabricated, are detrimental to the trustworthiness of
elections. Disgruntled candidates can cast doubt. It is hard to prove their claims, but it is also
impossible to dismiss them entirely. Even if some are content to dismiss isolated instances
because they are not “widespread,” states have a responsibility to combat the appearance
of corruption.12 Whether in response to widespread issues or simply to strengthen confidence,
states have options to make elections more transparent.

Problem 3: Drop box use has picked up, but some drop boxes are not clearly
secured.
Amid the COVID-19 public health emergency, voter reliance on drop boxes was on the rise in
2020. In Washington state, which automatically mails all voters a ballot, drop box usage
accounted for nearly three-quarters of returned ballots in the 2020 election.13 Drop box usage
was also up an astounding five-fold in states where absentee voting was historically less
common.14 Without security measures in place, ballot drop boxes can be targets of attack.
Indeed, in the 2020 election, drop boxes were the targets of arson in Los Angeles and Boston,
resulting in damaged ballots.15-16

Problem 4: Ballot counting often happens in darkness.
Poor oversight of ballot counting centers enables errors and uninvestigated irregularities.
There are many potential points of jeopardy in the balloting process threatening votes. Voting
centers can be flooded with ballots that could be illegitimate—or at the very least create the
appearance of impropriety—effectively diluting votes or reducing confidence.17 Ballots can
be duplicated and counted multiple times.18 Votes can go uncounted, as they did in three
Georgia counties.19 In some cases, voters are explicitly prohibited from watching the
processing of ballots with their own eyes, as was the case in Detroit during the 2020 election
where windows were covered by election workers.20
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Problem 5: Voter registration data lives in a black box.
While federal law requires all 50 states to maintain a voter registration database, the content
and availability across the states vary.21 In many states, information in the statewide voter
registration database is difficult to obtain, frustrating access to public information. Other
states (Ohio and North Carolina) post downloadable files on a weekly basis, providing the
public with up-to-date information about who is eligible to vote.22-23

Five real reforms to grow voter confidence in the election system
States can address disparities between election jurisdictions and threats of outside influence
by prohibiting local governments from accepting funding from private individuals and
third parties.
Voters who vote absentee and deliver their ballots to a drop box can be assured that their
vote is properly counted by requiring any ballot boxes deployed to be securely monitored.
This commonsense solution, supported overwhelmingly by voters and security experts, will
dissuade potential criminal activity.24-25 And all voters can be reassured that their ballots are
properly handled if counting centers livestream all ballot activities.26
Posting voter registration rolls online and in a usable format would give the public
confidence that registration lists are up to date, making mistakes less likely.27
Post-election audits provide voters with confidence that elections have been administrated
fairly and accurately; and, audits can help deter fraud.28-29-30 But even in the absence of foul
play, requiring jurisdictions to complete rigorous post-election audits after every election,
like those now required in Georgia, provide confirmation of accuracy through the detection
of technical errors.31

Bottom line: Sunlight is the best medicine for restoring voter confidence
Justice Louis D. Brandeis famously wrote, “Publicity is justly commended as a remedy for
social and industrial diseases. Sunlight is said to be the best of disinfectants; electric light the
most efficient policeman.”32 So too are publicity and sunlight the best remedies against fraud
and the lack of faith plaguing election systems. Elections that lack transparency also lack
public trust. To ensure voters have confidence that their votes are counted and that election
results are accurate, states should enact reforms that increase transparency.

U S I N G

S U N S H I N E

E L E C T I O N

S Y S T E M

T O
|

G R O W
J U N E

V O T E R
2 0 2 1

C O N F I D E N C E

I N

T H E
4

F G A

R E S E A R C H

B R I E F

1 Paul Sperry, “Why a judge has Georgia vote fraud on his mind: ‘Pristine” Biden ballots that looked Xeroxed,”
RealClearInvestigations, (2021),
https://www.realclearinvestigations.com/articles/2021/06/08/why_a_judge_has_georgia_vote_fraud_on_his_mind_pristine
_biden_ballots_that_look_xeroxed_779795.html.
2 R. Michael Alvarez, Thad E. Hall, and Morgan H. Llewellyn, “Are Americans confident their ballots are counted?,” The
Journal of Politics, (2008), https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1017/S0022381608080730.
3 RJ Reinhart, “Faith in elections in relatively short supply in US,” Gallup, (2020), https://news.gallup.com/poll/285608/faithelections-relatively-short-supply.aspx.
4 Charles Stewart III, “How we voted in 2020: A topical look at the Survey of the Performance of American Elections,” MIT
Election Data + Science Lab, (2021), https://electionlab.mit.edu/research/projects/survey-performance-americanelections.
5 Michael Scherer, “Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan donate $100 million more to election administrators, despite
conservative pushback,” Washington Post, (2020), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/zuckerberg-chan-electionsfacebook/2020/10/12/0e07de94-0cba-11eb-8074-0e943a91bf08_story.html.
6 Andrea Collier, CZI Investing in community, equity, and justice through upcoming ballot initiatives,” Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative, (2020), https://chanzuckerberg.com/blog/czi-investing-in-community-equity-and-justice-through-upcomingballot-initiatives/.
7 Hayden DuBlois and Nic Horton, “How ‘Zuckerbucks’ infiltrated & influenced the 2020 Florida election,” Foundation for
Government Accountability, (2021), https://thefga.org/briefs/zuckerbucks-florida-election/.
8 Hayden Dublois and Tyler Lamensky, “Zuckerberg went down to Georgia: How Zuckerbucks influenced the Georgia
elections,” Foundation for Government Accountability, (2020), https://thefga.org/paper/zuckerbucks-influenced-georgiaelections/.
9 Center for Tech and Civic Life, “Election offices that received CTCL COVID-19 Response Grants,” Center for Tech and Civic
Life, (2021), https://www.techandciviclife.org/grant-update-march/.
10 Trevor Carlsen, “Zuckerbucks followed Biden voters in Pennsylvania,” Foundation for Government Accountability, (2021),
https://thefga.org/briefs/zuckerbucks-pennyslvania/.
11 Pam Fessler, “Voter fraud: A tough crime to prove,” NPR, (2007),
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=8922947.
12 Andrew N. Delaney, “Appearance matters: Why the State has an interest in preventing the appearance of voting fraud,”
New York University Law Review, (2008), https://www.nyulawreview.org/issues/volume-83-number-3/appearance-matterswhy-the-state-has-an-interest-in-preventing-the-appearance-of-voting-fraud/.
13 Office of the Secretary of State, “Ballot drop box usage by year,” Washington State,
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/research/ballot-drop-box-usage-by-year.aspx.
14 Charles Stewart III, “How we voted in 2020: A topical look at the Survey of the Performance of American Elections,” MIT
Election Data + Science Lab, (2021), https://electionlab.mit.edu/research/projects/survey-performance-americanelections.
15 Sam Levin, “Los Angeles ballots damaged after suspected arson attack on official drop box,” The Guardian, (2020),
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/oct/19/la-drop-box-fire-ballots-damaged-suspected-arson-attack.
16 Joe Walsh, “Ballot drop box set on fire in Boston,” Forbes, (2020),
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joewalsh/2020/10/25/ballot-drop-box-set-on-fire-in-boston/?sh=7d313b826a61.
17 Sharyl Attkisson, “(Video) Survelliance video shows delivery van and black car at Detroit ballot counting center,” Sharyl
Attkisson, (2021), https://sharylattkisson.com/2021/02/video-surveillance-video-shows-delivery-van-and-black-car-at-detroitballot-counting-center/.
18 Paul Sperry, “Why a judge has Georgia vote fraud on his mind: ‘Pristine” Biden ballots that looked Xeroxed,”
RealClearInvestigations, (2021),
https://www.realclearinvestigations.com/articles/2021/06/08/why_a_judge_has_georgia_vote_fraud_on_his_mind_pristine
_biden_ballots_that_look_xeroxed_779795.html.
19 Ivan Pentchoukov, “Third Georgia county finds memory card with uncounted votes,” The Epoch Times, (2020),
https://www.theepochtimes.com/third-georgia-county-finds-memory-card-with-uncounted-votes-most-fortrump_3583666.html?utm_source=news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=breaking-2020-11-18-1.
20 Kyle Olson, “Watch: Detroit absentee ballot counting chaos as workers block windows, bar observers,” Breitbart, (2020),
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2020/11/04/watch-detroit-absentee-ballot-counting-chaos-as-workers-block-windowsbar-observers/.

U S I N G

S U N S H I N E

E L E C T I O N

S Y S T E M

T O
|

G R O W
J U N E

V O T E R
2 0 2 1

C O N F I D E N C E

I N

T H E
5

F G A

R E S E A R C H

B R I E F

21 United States Elections Project, “Voter lists information,” United States Election Project, http://voterlist.electproject.org/.
22 Ohio Secretary of State, “Voter files download page,” https://www6.ohiosos.gov/ords/f?p=VOTERFTP:HOME.
23 North Carolina State Board of Elections, “Voter registration data,” https://www.ncsbe.gov/results-data/voter-registrationdata.
24 Foundation for Government Accountability, “Election Integrity Support Poll 1/2," Foundation for Government
Accountability, (2021), https://thefga.org/polling/election-integrity-support/.
25 Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency, “Ballot drop box resource document,” U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, https://www.cisa.gov/publication/congressional-election-security-resource-library.
26 Foundation for Government Accountability, “Livestreaming & absentee voter ID poll,” (2021),
https://thefga.org/polling/livestreaming-absentee-voter-id/.
27 Michael Thielen, “Accurate voter registration lists are essential to election integrity,” Daily Caller, (2017),
https://dailycaller.com/2017/10/26/accurate-voter-registration-lists-are-essential-to-election-integrity/.
28 U.S. Election Assistance Commission, “Post-election tabulations audits,” U.S. Election Assistance Commission, (2020),
https://www.eac.gov/election-officials/post-election-audits-recounts.
29 National Conference of State Legislatures, “Post-election audits,” National Conference of State Legislatures, (2019),
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/post-election-audits635926066.aspx.
30 Foundation for Government Accountability, “Voter file and election audits message test,” Foundation for Government
Accountability, (2021), https://thefga.org/polling/voter-file-election-audits/.
31 Georgia Act 9, (2021), https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/document/docs/default-source/general-statutes/summary-of2021-general-statutes.pdf?sfvrsn=b13b38dc_8.
32 Louis D. Brandeis, “Other people’s money – Chapter V,” Louis D. Brandeis School of Law Library, (1914),
https://louisville.edu/law/library/special-collections/the-louis-d.-brandeis-collection/other-peoples-money-chapter-v.

U S I N G

S U N S H I N E

E L E C T I O N

S Y S T E M

T O
|

G R O W
J U N E

V O T E R
2 0 2 1

C O N F I D E N C E

I N

T H E
6

