
Three of the Worst  
Provisions of S.1

Congress is contemplating S.1, the For the People Act,  
a far-reaching election law that will put Washington bureaucrats in 
charge of elections at every level nationwide. States have already 
paved the way to safe and secure elections by passing dozens of 

election integrity reforms that ensure these three election processes 
run effectively to identify, verify, and register voters.

#1 ELIMINATES STATE VOTER IDENTIFICATION LAWS

Effective identification checks ensure ballots are cast by the intended voters. 
Most states currently use voter identification laws to verify voters’ identities.1   

S.1 would make identification processes ineffective by:

 Nullifying state voter identification laws by allowing anyone  
to obtain and cast a ballot simply by a verbal statement,  

but without showing any proof.2

#2 PREVENTS VERIFICATION BEFORE VOTING

Effective verification ensures states have time to ensure voters are  
registered in the accurate place. Most states do not implement same-day  

registration due to time constraints.3 Most states also allow poll watchers  
and poll workers to question a voter’s eligibility.4 

S.1 would make verification processes ineffective by:

 Requiring same-day voter registration in all states,  
giving states almost no time time to verify.5

 Criminalizing questioning a voter’s eligibility—even for  
a legal reason—on or near the date of the election.6 



Three of the Worst  
Provisions of S.1

These three changes are a small sampling of the bad ideas in S.1.  
Make no mistake: Every single page of S.1 contains a bad idea. S.1 would force 

one-size-fits-all election rules on every state, putting full control of elections at 
every level into the hands of unelected federal bureaucrats. Locals know best 

how to run local elections, yet if S.1 is signed into law, all of their hard work would 
be steamrolled by Washington with the stroke of a single pen.

#3 REGISTERS INELIGIBLE VOTERS

Effective registration means states use accurate and up-to-date records.  
Most states already clean their voter rolls by checking with other states.7   

Most states also give people the choice whether to register.8     

S.1 would make registration processes ineffective by:

 Requiring automatic voter registration. This takes away a person’s  
choice to consent and register, and infringes on the privacy  

of citizens—including those who know they are ineligible to vote.9 

 Mandating states to register children under  
age 18 (who are ineligible to vote).10 

 Removing penalties for non-citizens (who are ineligible 
 to vote) for registering to vote.11 

 Restricting updates using other states’ voter rolls.12
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